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When Raymond Chandler died in 1959, he left behind the first four chapters of a new Philip Marlowe

thriller. Now three decades later, Robert B. Parker, the bestselling creator of the Spenser detective

novels, has completed Poodle Springs in a full-length masterpiece of criminal passion."More than

just an impressive homage, this is a first-rate detective novel with all of the suspense, action, and

human drama that we have come to expect from the best."--PlayboyPhilip Marlowe is alive and well

and living in Poodle Springs, California. He's married to a wealthy heiress now. But living in the lap

of luxury hasn't made a dent in Marlowe's cynicism--or his talent for attracting trouble. Soon he's on

a trail of greed, lust, and murder as dark and cunning as any he's ever seen. Philip Marlowe is back

in business."Raymond Chandler fans, throw away your dog-eared copies of The Big Sleep...Philip

Marlowe has returned!"--Milwaukee Journal --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition

of this title.
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Poodle Springs is Robert B. Parker's completion of a novel started by Raymond Chandler before he

died in 1959 featuring private detective Philip Marlow. While I have read some of Chandler's

previous novels featuring Marlow I have no emotional attachment to the character so I come with a

blank slate in terms of evaluating whether Parker lives up to Chandler's character. Frankly I thought

Parker did a fabulous job with the novel. It is a rather straightforward, gritty mystery, and a well done

one at that. The tricky part is the unlikely event of Marlowe's being married to Linda Loring ne Potter

(what her last name really is was a bit confusing to me, except she is now Mrs. Marlowe in this



novel).In this novel Marlowe is living in the plush community of Poodle Springs with his very wealthy

wife instead of his usual gritty haunts in Los Angeles. He is hired to find a man who has skipped out

on a $100,000 IOU from an illegal gambling establishment. It turns out the fellow is leading a double

life involving pornography and blackmail and has gotten himself way over is head. Marlowe, intrepid

as ever, chases him down in a nicely twisted plot. While doing this Marlowe has to deal with his rich

wife's unhappiness over his continuing to be a private eye when he could live a life of leisure and

spend time with her. But that he can't do or he wouldn't be Philip Marlowe anymore. The story

revolved more around the case than Marlowe's marriage to Linda but Parker does a great job of

blending it in. Frankly, I think this is one of the better novels Parker has written.My only complaint

about the novel is that we really never get to know Linda very well at all. Her mannerisms come off

as a spoiled rich debutante but she is clearly not that.
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